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Mission – Founded 1951
• Preserve plants, animals and natural communities that 
represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting 
the lands and waters they need to survive
• Use innovative conservation to identify and solve the 
world’s most significant environmental challenges.
• Work in all 50 states and more than 30 countries
• Own and manage Staten Island and McCormack 
Williamson Tract in the Delta
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Headlines
Historical and Current 
Delta
San Francisco Bay and Delta Tidal 
Marshes – Historical and Current 
Conditions
(reprinted from http://sfbay.wr.usgs.gov/general _factsheets/change.html)













Delta Ecosystem in Crisis




12 – 24 hours: Salt water intruding into Delta
6.5 Magnitude Earthquake
causing 20-Island Failure
1 – 7 days: Salt water throughout Delta
6.5 Magnitude Earthquake
causing 20-Island Failure


































Comprehensive approach required 
•Habitat restoration
• Restoration of more natural flow 
conditions,
• Adaptive management, 
• A governance structure that will ensure 
conservation objectives are being met.
Value of Mixing Land and Water:
An Expected Result
Photo by Jeff Opperman; from Cosumnes River field study by Carson Jeffres
Sandhill Cranes on Staten Island
